President of Poznan City Council instructs the social margin
Maria Bielicka: Would Barka Foundation agree to work with people who do not work and spend all day drinking? The city council wants to send them to live in containers in the suburbs.

Tomasz Sadowski: We have been dealing with it for 20 years with good results. For a year and a half we have been trying to convince the local authorities, including President of Poznan Ryszard Grobelny and his deputy Miroslaw Kruszyński, to show solidarity with the weakest. We find that activities such as ours are, for the most vulnerable groups, the only chance to benefit from freedom. We'd have taken their rehabilitation, and of course we will take part in the competition, which the city council is intending to announce on this. It is a pity that it all takes so long ...
And the mere idea of making a container? 
- This is a demonstration of our inadequacies in the development of co-operation with non-governmental organizations, as well as a shame for the whole environment of Poznan.
Why?
- Firstly, because this is the solution of power, and as stated in the Universal Charter of Human Rights, other human beings can not be measured on the force. Still less should do the administration of the local community. In the XXI century, all human frailties, including addiction, should be subjected to professional treatment, rehabilitation and activation.
And in this case, moving to containers means further marginalization of those already socially and economically marginalized and, what is more, it appears that they will remain like this. Environment that have not been supported during a time of rapid change, for which there is no appropriate development strategy proposed, which are simply not cared about, are left to themselves, with low qualifications and they have nothing in their life to change. The only way to a dignified life is therapy for drug addicts, and then education.

How to persuade them to a therapy?
Today there are many organizations dealing with it, for example, Monar, Barka Network, Ambulance Association and the Association of Social Stage.
They specialize in working with people at risk of marginalization, support them in the development of abstinence, education and entrepreneurship. They are appriopriately prepared, have got experience and organizational system. Success does not occur easily or quickly, but is guaranteed, let's say in most cases. I estimate the chances in the first year at about 60 percent.

The city council also suggests rehabilitation ... 
- The fact is that it mainly focuses on passive support  limited primarily to welfare benefits. The introduction of containers is a purely administrative solution. Meanwhile, it needs to be considered how to work on the phenomenon of progressive marginalization of vulnerable people. It's not the question of where these people should be moved to, but what could be done together? The authorities should especially consider how to work with people to help them regain balance and the chance to live a normal life, out of social housing.
The difference is therefore in the assumptions of the program, isn't it?

- This is a reason of a dispute beetwen professionals and the administration. I think that we can and should help these people. President Grobelny, following the opinions of his own advisors, believes that the most effective solutions are restrictive. He gives an opinion that these people should be punished and scared and it will educate others on the occasion. Many of our fathers believe in such "educational" methods, but these views will later be reviewed. Meanwhile, if someone is demoted, an intimidation will have no effect, because there is actualy nothing to frighten them - the adult is not afraid of anything, because they assume that there is nothing worse that can happen to them. This way, they are not possible to be back on track. To any related attempts they react with protest and go further their own way. Then they adopt an attitude of "Do what you want with me." Besides, they do not believe that something can change in their life for the better or that they can live like a human being
Moving into the container will not change this attitude?

- These people are inadequately responsive to their situation, so they will not change - will continue to drink, but in a more "Siberian" conditions. It leads us nowhere. And moving people from place to place is not appropriate in any situation.
While living in containers, can they degradate even more?

- More is probably not possible. But I would not want to know that within the year more than half of them were transported to the cemetery.

Do you think that are likely to commit a suicide? 
- Drinking themselves into a stupor is already a suicide.
May they freeze? 
- They will drink heavily and freeze.

MOPR claims that these people cannot be helped any longer ... 
- From the position of MOPR in fact nothing can be done, because social workers are currently practicing a system of administrative work, distributing benefits and have little possibility of real assistance in extreme situations. Similarly, operates the health department of the city council.

But organizations that have experience in working with people in extreme situations, know well what to do to help them. They are simply closer to those for whom an officer can not do much. In addition, they do not say that nothing can be done, because human life must be saved to the end, even if it sometimes fails. There is no consent in me to the social culture, which is based on assumptions that everyone in every situation has to fight alone.
What is an alternative for containers? 
- Selected by the Board of Municipal Resources housing debtors addicted to alcohol should be reffered to one of our four Centres of Social Integration operating in the city. We have such centers at Darzyborska Street, in Zawady, at Dabrowski Street and in Piątkowo. Some of these organizations are part of Barka Network and some are not.

Most people who get there, have similar problems as "inconvenient" public housing tenants. It's not an extraordinary situation for us.
One year education in these centers often begins with a diagnosis of addiction and is suspended for a time of addiction treatment. After treatment there is a chance that as the abstinents  they will become independent and find a job or create their own social cooperatives. At the beginning they often work in enterprises' associations.
What is the role of "the recovered" in cooperatives and associations? Most of them cannot do much...

- This is not true. People have different talents and abilities to adapt which they use to hide their weaknesses and addictions. There has to be a little bit of kindness shown while working on them, yet they are full citizens.
Isn't a referral to the centers a solution of force? 
- But whence, each person freely decides whether or not they want to be treated.
The functioning of these institutions is regulated by appropriate laws, however, we are using the experience gained for years and we know how to invite these people to cooperate and increase confidence.
Who pays for this integration? 
- Local governments, it has long been established. In Poznan centers receive 500 zł per month for each participant of the program and the participants get integration benefit of approximately 700 zł from the Fund of Work.
And what would you suggest regarding the containers?
- A pity that they have already been bought, but surely they could somehow be managed by the local government partners, I mean organizations ...
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