Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group on Poland
Note of Meeting 

13th January 2010

The CPG met to determine its work programme for the year ahead.  A number of issues were raised that will also be taken forward. 

Issues raised:

Housing Support and Homelessness
Concerns were raised regarding access that a number of Polish people in Scotland have to support services and the number of Poles looking to homelessness services for help.  

Difficulties getting Polish migrants to be aware and sign up to the Workers Registration Scheme was identified as a contributing factor to problems experienced with access to support.  

It was suggested that contact be made with the Barka Foundation which operates a service helping homeless Poles in London. 

It was also suggested that we find ways of making information more available to Polish migrants before they come to Scotland.  Lothian and Borders police are trying to collate a migrant welcome pack with Edinburgh Council.  It was agreed that the CPG should look at whether there are similar packs offered elsewhere and if a national welcome pack can be compiled. 

Different local authorities were also said to interpret the law regarding access to benefits and housing support differently.  Shelter has information on the correct interpretation of the law and action was agreed to iron out differences in interpretation.        

The Polish Consulate offers help for people who find themselves in difficulty and wish to return home.  
Action Points: 

· Letter to the Scottish Government and Councils on the issue of homelessness of Polish migrants. 

· Contact to be made with the Barka Foundation re presentation at next CPG. 
· Contact to be made with Councils and the Scottish Government regarding a welcome pack for Polish migrants.  
Culture

It was suggested that Polish cultural events could be celebrated at the Scottish Parliament. 

· The 200th anniversary of the birth of Fryderyk Chopin is in 2010 and Poland will celebrate Chopin Year.
· The 30th Anniversary of Polish trade union Solidarity, the movement that ended 42 years of Communist Party domination, is on August 31 2010.
· Potential also for an exhibition of the history of Poland from 1945 to the fall of the Berlin Wall.
Action Points:

· Contact to be made with Scottish Parliament to check availability of the Garden Lobby
· Contact to be made with Sylvia Spooner at Polish Consulate

Language

It was suggested that teaching Polish in schools may be a useful integration tool.

Action Points:
· Contact to be made with Scottish Government to ascertain what the position is on introducing Polish to the curriculum.
· Contact to be made with Highlands and Islands local authority about distance learning
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