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Social Support for the Polish Community
On 25th March letters requesting information about social support provided for Polish migrants were sent to the Scottish Government, the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (Cosla) and all 32 Scottish councils. 
To date responses have been received from Cosla and 12 councils. 
A summary of each response follows:
· Cosla

· Cosla is working with the Scottish Government and UKBA to develop a baseline of information for local authorities which could clarify as much as possible different categories of migrants’ recourse to public funds.

· Cosla Strategic Migration Partnership is developing a Migration Policy Toolkit which will provide local authorities with a framework to develop a strategic approach to attract, retain and integrate migrants.

· The Migration Policy Toolkit will be launched at the Cosla Community Wellbeing and Safety Executive Group on 25th May.

· The Migration Policy Toolkit is expected to be implemented by local authorities over the next two years.

· Perth and Kinross Council
· In 2006 Perth and Kinross Council established the New Workers Partnership which includes representatives from the Council, Scottish Enterprise Tayside, PKAVS, Tayside Fire & Rescue, Tayside Police, the Polish Support Group, NHS Tayside and Skills Development Scotland.
· The Partnership has produced a Guide for New Workers and various leaflets to assist integration (a reference copy will be available for perusal at the meeting).
· Clackmannanshire Council
· Clackmannanshire Council has recommended the production of a welcome pack for those who are new to the area.

· Text has been drafted and is awaiting approval.
· Shetland Islands Council

· Shetland Islands Council’s Policy Unit is currently compiling a Migrant Welcome Pack.

· The Council’s Housing Service also runs a ‘Focused Futures’ project for homeless young adult migrants which offers a place in shared, supported accommodation and employment, training, further education and volunteering opportunities.
· East Lothian Council

· East Lothian Council has produced and circulated 500 Information Packs for all incoming migrant workers which includes housing information and advice.
· Orkney Islands Council

· In 2007 Voluntary Action Orkney, a principal Community Planning Partner of Orkney Islands Council, produced a Migrant Welcome Pack designed specifically for Polish migrant workers.

· The Migrant Welcome Pack covers a variety of subjects including Housing, Education and Health.

· Moray Council

· In 2006 Moray Council published a Migrant Welcome Pack in Polish and English (a reference copy will be available for perusal at the meeting).
· North Ayrshire Council

· North Ayrshire Council provides assistance to migrants based on the individual’s specific need and circumstance.

· Translation services are sought if the services of an individual’s family or friends cannot be secured. All correspondence is translated.

· North Ayrshire Council will also assist foreign nationals to look online to source available support networks as required.
· Highland Council

· Highland Council has produced a Welcome Pack for migrants.

· A ‘Streetworks’ project which helps homeless migrants access housing and homeless services is ongoing.

· Glasgow City Council

· Glasgow City Council has produced an online Information Pack for Migrants which has been downloaded more than 4000 times.

· Midlothian Council

· Midlothian Council has procedures in place to ensure that appropriate advice and assistance is given to migrants through the use of an interpreting service and the provision of information in a variety of languages.
· A Migrant Welcome Pack is currently under consideration.

· Scottish Borders Council

· Scottish Borders Council has produced a Migrant Welcome Pack which was developed by Fairer Borders, a partnership formed under the Community Planning Framework (a reference copy will be available for perusal at the meeting).
· East Ayrshire Council

· East Ayrshire Council has no plans for a Welcome Pack owing to the comparitively low number of homeless foreign national presenting themselves.
· Foreign Nationals that do require assistance are allocated a support worker and all promotional leaflets advertising services are available in a range of languages.

· Falkirk Council

· Falkirk Community Planning Partnership has produced a series of Welcome Booklets which cover a variety of social issues.

· Forth Valley Migrant Support Network is part-funded by Falkirk Council.

· Housing application forms and supporting booklets are currently being transferred into Polish.

· Falkirk Council assists migrants not entitled to benefit by providing help to those that wish to contact their embassy. Bus vouchers are also available on request.
· Aberdeenshire Council

· Aberdeenshire Council employs a Race Equality Officer and a Minority Ethnic Housing Officer.
· Aberdeenshire Council is a lead member of the Integrate Aberdeenshire Group which has produce a welcome pack entitled ‘Working and Living in the North East of Scotland’.

· The Housing and Social Work Services also provide funding to partner organisations which offer advice and support to migrants.

· Comhairle Nan Eilean Star

· Comhairle Nan Eilean Star has developed an Advice and Information Pack for migrants.

· The council also provides a translation service.
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