







   Poznań, 7th March 2010

PROFESSOR JERZY BUZEK

PRESIDENT 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Dear Mr President,

As organisations of the European Union we would like to thank you for proclaiming the Declaration which brings to life the Pro Publico Bono Forum: “Europeans’ Solidarity for Human Rights”. 

We are confident that the Forum set up in Oświęcim for the occasion of the 65th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp, will be a platform of cooperation of diverse environments in the spirit of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

We would like to thank you for emphasizing the significance of mutual sharing of experiences and common history between the old and the new Member States of the European Union. 

It is our belief that a sense of a powerful common citizenship in the new Europe will only arise if we share in the most difficult experiences including the wars and repression. 
In previous years not enough has been said about the experiences of the 20th century and the dramas, tragedies and horrors of the past that Europe has undergone and the changes which we are a part of. 

After all, the idea that such a horrible event as the Holocaust should be prevented from happening again lies at the very heart of the founding of the European Union across the 27 Member States.

It is difficult to create a sense of citizen solidarity. Exchange programs of different groups including academic environments, such as Erasmus or Socrates, or town twinning meetings do contribute to creating a sense of mutual understanding. However it is not enough. The sense of being European is often incomplete and short-lived as citizens go back to their home countries in the end. They often do not find adequate platforms for continuing the joint experiences of working on new ideas and projects.  

The creation of this Forum seems to be an important and innovative initiative. It can prove useful in building a more permanent ground for citizens, environments and institutions to interact and create new forms of liaison over a long-lasting period of time. 

Recently a joint venture was proposed by many organizations represented in Brussels to set up the European Civil Society House, where citizens from all across Europe could share experiences and work jointly in the variety of fields. 

It is planned that the environments and civic institutions interested will have an opportunity to participate in meetings and in a direct work, and if this would not be possible or necessary, they could contact the House virtually and receive aid online and via video or telephone call. 

This project has already been allocated a budget line by the European Parliament.  Bringing the organizations and citizens from all across Europe together under one roof in Brussels can contribute to the deepening of the sense of solidarity and citizenship amongst the inhabitants and organizations of the Union.

We find it to be of great importance that the Charter of Fundamental Rights has been made legally binding by the ratification of the Lisbon Treaty.  

We find it regrettable that the UK, Poland and Czech Republic decided to opt out of the Charter.  

We believe the Charter to be a big step forward in protecting human rights and promoting common values, such as human dignity and respect towards each other. 

We are more than confident that the Forum will prove to be a success. 

We are very willing to become involved in creating the Forum and contribute to the working groups in the field of the widely perceived civic responsibility.

Yours Sincerely,
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