
Statement by the President of the European Parliament, Prof. Jerzy Buzek, in Oświęcim on the occasion of the 65th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz–Birkenau camp
Four years after the liberation of the Auschwitz concentration camp, whose victims we are honouring today, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was proclaimed. Today we recognise that even the most obvious human rights cannot be reduced to yet another set of legal standards, another collection of principles to regulate society and international affairs.  A civilisation based on human rights needs to be firmly rooted in a culture built on respect for human dignity, for people’s innate freedom, and in the public arena - national and international - respect for the principles of solidarity.

What shape will Europe’s development take, and what role will human rights play in that development?  I am referring here in particular to the legacy of Auschwitz, to the memory of the crimes of the Holocaust, to the tragic experience of Nazi and Communist totalitarianism in the 20th century, and to all the crimes of genocide that remain an open wound in Europe’s heritage. I firmly believe that any action which seeks to identify new and ambitious goals for the development of our community - of its culture and civilisation - must first address this European history, of which Auschwitz is, and will always remain, a symbol. 
I see this as an obligation to show solidarity, first of all with the victims of the Holocaust and of all the crimes of genocide committed throughout Europe’s history and which have a permanent place in our memory. And second, we must do this out of a sense of solidarity towards those who have lost loved ones and whose memory will always remain a source of pain and personal suffering, or a source of genuine fear for their own future and that of their children. Third, we owe it to ourselves and to those who, in the future, will benefit from the action we take today.
I draw hope for the development of a European civilisation based on human rights in particular from the fact that I helped to initiate, and participated in, those historic events which Solidarność set in motion in 1980 and which, via the peaceful revolutions in the nations of Central and Eastern Europe between 1989 and 1991, led inexorably to the reunification of Europe and opened up new horizons for the development of the European Union. It is solidarity which is the value that remains constant over time, and for us is still an important indicator in our approach to human rights.
Recognising that fundamental human rights are still not universally acknowledged and implemented everywhere in the world today,

that human rights cannot simply be proclaimed, but that their substance and spirit must also be taught, 

that as Europe becomes more unified it should show solidarity in its approach to human rights,

I am setting up a ‘Citizens for European Solidarity’ Forum. 
I invite firstly all previous Presidents of the European Parliament to join me in the work of setting up the Forum. Taking part in its work will be representatives of citizens’ organisations and movements who, in their own EU Member States, are working to disseminate a culture of solidarity.
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